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THE IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF BUSINESS RESEARCH FIELD: ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT
STATE AND FURTHER DIRECTIONS

This article examines in-depth business research field in Kazakhstan and globally based on the top 10 keywords
identified based on the Scopus database. The article reveals current state of the research and further directions,
compares Kazakhstan science development in this field with the global research. Using the scientometrics
methodology to assess published articles in the field, this paper provides in-depth analysis of the research context,
purpose, methods and implications of research. The results demonstrated the difference in the topics that are
researched by Kazakhstan scientists and other researchers, highlight the focus on local research that exists in
Kazakhstan, provide the details on the difference in methodology that is used in research papers published in
Kazakhstan and globally. These results highlight the stage of economic development research in the country and
provide an agenda for further research in this field that serves the purpose of strengthening business and economic
growth in the country.
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Introduction. The development of country’s economy is in the core of its economic sustainability.
This brings a lot of challenges associated with the country’s ability to attract investments, create an
environment that is favorable for business development. Moreover, the science development is considered
as an integral part in country’s economic development. Therefore, the development of Kazakhstan science
has been under a focus in the last decade. Various targeted programs that were introduced to support the
development of the science have been aimed to increase the number of publications. This trend has been
sustained in over 10 years and all subject areas have demonstrated the grown. However, the quality and
trends of specific subject areas are critical to the country’s economy. Especially, business and management
as it directly links to the quality of business processes in the country, its economic impact and implications
on business, specifically following government’s policy of economic diversification. This paper studies
publications in Business, Management, Accounting (BMA) subject area from the Scopus database on a
global level and in Kazakhstan. Using scientometrics methodology this paper provides insights on quality
and direction of research in BMA subject area to draw conclusions for further development of this field in
Kazakhstan and its impact on country’s business development.

Literature review. The development of business and management as a separate field in the research
is criticial for country’s ability to manage processes that are linked to economic development as it applies
to the various areas of country’s economy. The analysis of a country’s economy and science development
is interconnected. Therefore, in-depth analysis of literature published is required in order to identify what
are the research areas exist in the literature that might be helpful in understanding the current and future
trends of business, management as a separate discipline.

Mapping of available knowedge in a particular field is essential to understand the direction of the field
development to understand available areas for future research (Mustak et al. 2021). Kulanov et al. (2020)
highlight the importance of business development for country’s economic success and favorable conditions
are comprehensive and require investment, and certain government policies. The role government policies has
been studied to identify its effect on business and entrepreneurship in Kazakhstan (Seitzhanov et al. 2020).
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The scientometrics literature on science development has several directions of research that includes
co-word analysis, analysis of networks, co-authorship analysis as well as in-depth literature review focusing
on the contribution to a specific research field. Researchers from various fields have applied scientometrics
principles to study particular research areas.

Smagulov et al. (2018) assessed publication activity of authors who are indexed in the Scopus database.
The assessment gives overall trends in publications, citations across various research areas and also
focusing on social sciences. The analysis demonstrate the increase in the number of publications. Mussaeva
et al.(2021) provided detailed breakdown of the economic contribution and relationship between economic
indicators and science development in Kazakhstan.

Massaro et al. (2015) have applied structured literature review methodology to study knowledge
management as a field of research. This study has provided detailed understanding of the literature in this
area, its limitations and potential growth opportunities. Serenko (2021) has conducted structured literature
review analysis to investigate in-depth analysis of knowledge management discipline. The analysis revealed
that knowledge management as a discipline has reached a certain stage of its maturity and development.
The study by Li et al. (2022) have applied scientometrics approaches towards detailed understanding of an
air quality and artificial intelligence as a separate scientific field. The literature suggests various approaches
and highlights the role of science in economic development.

The main part. Using the methodology adapted from Serenko (2013), we analyzed the current state
of research in business, management, and accounting based on data from the Scopus database. This analysis
covered papers published both globally and in Kazakhstan (see Table 1 for details). We applied a structured
literature review approach, focusing on global and Kazakhstan BMA research. Our process involved
collecting, coding, and interpreting research papers published in the Scopus database. To capture both
global and local research trends, we systematically gathered and categorized articles by keywords relevant
to BMA studies and organized them by primary research themes. The top cited papers studied in this paper
categorized by top 10 keyword in the field, provided us with in-depth analysis.

A key component of this methodology is the development of a coding framework that allows for the
categorization of each publication. Publications were coded based on several parameters, including the the
context in which examined studies were conducted, purpose, research methods employed, and the depth of
practical implications.

Table 1.
Outline of the research approach

Steps Actions and Results

1. Data collection Action:

a) in Scopus, source journal articles and reviews with author affiliations
as “Kazakhstan”, “Business, Management and Accounting” field
published during 1991-2022, in English;

b) in VOS viewer, keywords identified;

¢) based on b) top cited Kazakhstan and Global papers were selected.

Results:

a) Papers published were downloaded;

b) keywords were selected: Innovation, Sustainable Development,
Entrepreneurship, Competitiveness, Management, Agriculture,
Tourism, Investment, Education, Technology;

c) papers were downloaded for further analysis.

2. In-depth analysis of papers | Action: a) Analyze the context in which examined studies were
conducted (general, geographic, topic);

b) Identify the purpose of the examined studies (analysis of economic
indicators, analysis of the potential of certain field/business, analysis of
a country’s economic potential);

c) ldentify the method used in examined studies (descriptive statistical
analysis, statistical modeling, case study, research synthesis, computer
vision algorithms, survey, simulation, expert panel);
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d) Implications of examined studies (none, some, extensive).

Results: a) The analysis of the context identified;
b) The purpose identified;

c) The method identified;

d) The implication identified.

*Compiled by the authors

The analysis of global (GB) and Kazakhstan (KZ) research in BMA, based on the structured
methodology applied in this study, reveals distinct trends and differences in focus, methodology, and topical
interest between the two contexts. The analysis of data from the Scopus database and subsequent
categorization of the studies allowed for a comprehensive comparison of the volume, type, and themes
covered in both global and Kazakh research. In particular, the data highlights disparities in the concentration
of research on general topics versus geographic-specific studies, the fields of focus, and the methodological
approaches employed.

Globally, BMA research predominantly emphasizes topic-specific studies, with 91 studies (90%)
focusing on particular research streams or sub-domains within the discipline (refer to Table 2). These
studies aim to provide conclusions specific to the areas of interest, independent of any geographic region.
In contrast, only 9 studies (9%) are categorized under geographic-specific research, where conclusions are
tied to particular countries or regions, showing that there is relatively little focus on localized analysis at
the global level. Furthermore, general BMA research, which generalizes conclusions across the entire
domain of the discipline, represents just 1% of the global studies, indicating that global research places
minimal emphasis on all-encompassing, broad theories.

In Kazakhstan, the situation is different, with a much greater emphasis on geographic-specific
research, accounting for 57 studies (70%). This highlights the country's focus on addressing national and
regional challenges. Meanwhile, topic-specific studies make up 30% (24 studies), showing that Kazakhstan
still has an interest in specific economic streams, though to a lesser extent. There is no general, broad-
spectrum research in Kazakhstan’s dataset, further emphasizing the country’s focus on localized, practical
economic and business issues.

Table 2.
The context in which the examined studies were conducted

Type # papers %
Topic 91 90%

GB Geographic 9 9%
General 1 1%
Kz Geographic 57 70%
Topic 24 30%

*Compiled by the authors

The emphasis on analyzing the potential of specific sectors is a dominant theme in both global and
Kazakh BMA research (refer to Table 3). Globally, 96 studies (95%) are dedicated to analyzing the potential
of various economic fields, reflecting a forward-looking approach aimed at identifying growth sectors and
anticipating economic trends. Similarly, Kazakh research shows a significant focus on sectoral potential,
with 68 studies (84%) addressing this theme, highlighting a shared interest in sector-specific opportunities
within the national context. However, the two diverge when it comes to national economic potential.
Globally, only 2 studies (2%) explore the economic potential of specific countries, while in Kazakhstan, 12
studies (15%) are devoted to this area, suggesting that Kazakh research is more concerned with
understanding the country’s unique economic opportunities and challenges. Additionally, analysis of
economic indicators remains a relatively minor focus in both contexts, accounting for just 3 studies (3%)
globally and 1 study (1%) in Kazakhstan, further emphasizing the prevailing interest in future sectoral
potential over the evaluation of existing economic metrics.
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Table 3.
The purpose of the examined economics studies
Type # papers %
Analysis of the potential of the certain field 96 95%
GB Analysis of the economic indicator 3 3%
Analysis of a country’s economic potential 2 2%
Analysis of the potential of the certain field 68 84%
KZ Analysis of a country’s economic potential 12 15%
Analysis of the economic indicator 1 1%

*Compiled by the authors

Global economic research tends to favor synthesizing existing literature, as shown by the 33 studies using
this method (Table 4). This indicates that global scholars often compile findings from multiple sources to
draw broad conclusions. Additionally, surveys and statistical modeling are widely used, appearing in 14
and 20 studies, respectively. Though less common, complex methods like bibliometric and mathematical
modeling are also employed but in fewer cases, reflecting a selective approach to more advanced
techniques. In Kazakhstan, surveys and statistical modeling likely play a central role as well, but the smaller
scale of research may limit the use of advanced methods like bibliometric or mathematical modeling.
Instead, Kazakh researchers may lean more toward traditional methods, such as descriptive analysis, which

are easier to apply given the region's resource and data limitations.

Table 4.
Methods used in examined studies
Type # papers %
Research synthesis 33 33%
Statistical modeling 20 20%
Survey 14 14%
Case study 8 8%
Bibliometric 7 7%
Survey, Statistical modeling 8 8%
Interview 2 204
GB Case study, Interview 1 1%
Survey, Interview, Statistical modeling 2 1%
Delphi 1 1%
Survey, Interviews 1 1%
Research synthesis, Statistical modeling 1 1%
Descriptive statistics 1 1%
Descriptive statistics, Statistical modeling 1 1%
Statistical modeling 12 15%
Descriptive statistics 19 23%
Research synthesis 10 12%
KZ Survey 11 14%
Case study 8 10%
Descriptive statistics, Statistical modeling 11%
Simulation 4%
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Interview 1 1%
Descriptive statistics, Case study, Statistical modeling 1 1%
Case study, Statistical modeling 1 1%
Computer vision algorithm 1 1%
Case study, Descriptive statistics 1 1%
Interview, Survey 1 1%
Bibliometric 1 1%
Descriptive statistics, Survey 1 1%
Research synthesis, Descriptive statistics 1 1%

*Compiled by the authors

Based on Table 5 findings, in global research, the majority of studies (98%) offer some implications
for stakeholders, though these tend to be brief and not fully developed, lacking actionable
recommendations. Only a small portion (2%) of global studies presents extensive and comprehensive
implications that are practical and easy to follow. In contrast, Kazakhstan research offers slightly fewer
actionable insights. While 99% of Kazakh studies provide some level of implications, they are often limited
to general suggestions without in-depth recommendations. Only 1% of Kazakh research offers no
implications at all, which indicates a general effort to connect research to practical applications. None of
the implications are extensive in Kazakhstan.

Table 5.
The quality of implications
Type #papers %
GB Some 08 98%
Extensive 2 204
KZ None 1 1%
Some 80 99%

*Compiled by the authors

Overall, while global research focuses heavily on forward-looking studies of specific economic
sectors, Kazakh research emphasizes both sectoral potential and national economic issues, reflecting a more
localized and balanced approach.

Conclusion. The results of this study, reveal that Kazakhstan papers are less cited, has its own research
agenda that is different to the papers that are published globally. High level of localization in the studied
papers indicate the focus of research community in Kazakhstan to contribute the country’s economic
development through research as well as localization of the interests. The used methodologies reveal access
to the data and research focus of scientists, indicating the notion of research and its contribution to the
global knowledge domain. The analysis reveals that methodology used in papers published in Kazakhstan
rely more on traditional descriptive analysis. The quality and scope of research implication is different that
suggests that research is more localized and focused on Kazakhstan rather than has extensive implications
and broader scope to contribute to global knowledge development in the BMA field. Further research might
reveal specific research networks that contribute to the globalization of BMA research in Kazakhstan. This
would expand the knowledge of Kazakhstan science development and BMA research with the current
notions and challenges that are directly linked to the country’s economic development and its ability to shift
from natural resources dependency.

The article was prepared as part of a scientific study on the topic "Scientometric analysis of economic
disciplines: identification of trends in the development of science of Kazakhstan in a global context” (under
a grant from the Science Committee of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of
Kazakhstan; IRN AP19576169
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Ammupéexosa JI.K., JIn E.A.

BU3HECTI 3EPTTEY CAJIACBIH TEPEH TAJIIAYBI: KA3IPT'I 5KAF IA#/IbI )KOHE OJJAH OPI
BAFBITTAPJbI BAFAJIAY

AHaaTna

By makamamga SCOpUS mepekKopsl HeriziHae aHbIKTanFaH 10 kinT ce3xepiniH Herizinae KazakcraHmarbl yxoHe
Oykin omemueri OW3HECTI 3epTITEYHiH TEpEHACTUITeH cajachl KapacTHIpeUIamel. Makamaga OCHl  cajlaJarbl
KazakcTaHabIK FRUIBIMHBIH JaMybI xkahaHIIBIK 3epTTEYJICPMEH CabICThIPa OTBHIPHII 3ePTTEY/IiH Ka3ipri karaaiibl MCH
aJJarbl YaKbITTarbl OaFbITTaphl TanaaHaabl. OChl canaja skapusjaHFaH MaKaaalapblH 3epPTTey KOHTCKCTiHE, OHBIH
MaKcaTTapblHa, OJiCTEpiHE J>KOHE KOJIaHBUIybIHA TEPEeH Taljlay »kacay YLIIH FBUILIMUMETPUS SJicTEeMeciH
nainananeuiael. Hotmokenep KazakcTanapblk ranpiMaap MeH Oacka Jia 3epTTeyLIUiep 3epTTEUTIH TaKbIPBIITapIbIH
afiBIpMaNIbUIBIFBIH KopceTTi, Kasakcranma Gap »KeprurikTi 3eprreyiepre 6aca Haszap ayaapnbl, Kasakcranma xoHe
OYKiN oyiemMJie JKapUsUIaHFaH FBUIBIMH €HOCKTepe KOJNJAHBLIATBIH iCTEMEeri alblpMAIIbLIBIK TYpasibl erkei-
Terkeinm MomiMer Oepai bynm HoTmkenep enmeri SKOHOMHKANBIK JaMy CalachIHOAFBl 3ePTTEYJIEpAiH Ke3CHiH
KepceTe/li KoHe efieri OU3HeC MeH YKOHOMHKAIBIK OCY/Ii HBIFATy MaKCAThIHA KbI3MET STETiH OChI CANa/Iarhbl allarbl
3epTTeynepre OarsIT Oepeni

AmupoexoBa /LK., JIu E.A.

YIJYBJIEHHBIN AHAJIN3 OBJACTHU BU3HEC UCCJIEJOBAHU: OLIEHKA TEKYIIETO
COCTOSIHUSA Y JAJIBHEMIIINX HAIIPABJIEHUM

AHHOTAIHSA

B nanHoO cTaThe OAPOOHO paccMaTpuBaeTcs 001acTh OM3Hec-uccienoBannii B Kazaxcrane u Bo BceM MHpe Ha
ocHoBe 10 KIIFOYEBBIX CJIOB, OIpPEENEHHBIX HAa OCHOBE 0a3bl HaHHBIX SCOPUS. B cTaThe packpbiBaeTcs TeKylee
COCTOSIHME HCCIICOBAaHUI W JaNbHEHIINe HanpaBieHHs, CPAaBHHBACTCS pPa3sBHTHE Ka3aXCTAaHCKOH HAyKd B ITOM
005IacTH ¢ MUPOBBIMH HCCIIEAOBaHHAMHM. MCHONB3ysh METOJOJIOTHI0 HAYKOMETPHU IJIsi OLECHKH OIyOJIMKOBaHHBIX
craTeil B JaHHOI 001aCTH, B JAHHOM CTaThe PECTABIICH YTIIyOJICHHBIN aHAM3 KOHTEKCTa HCCIICA0BAaHMS, €ro Leneil,
METOJIOB U NPUMEHEHUs. Pe3ynbTaTel IPOAEMOHCTPHPOBAIN Pa3HHUILY B TEMax, KOTOPBIE HCCICAYIOT Ka3axCTaHCKHE
YYEHBIE H APYTUE UCCIIEA0BATENH, TOJYEPKHYIIH aKLIEHT Ha MECTHBIX HCCIICIOBAaHUSAX, CylecTByonmX B Kasaxcrane,
NOAPOOHO BBISBIJIM Pa3iM4Msl B METOJOJOTHH, KOTOpPAs MCIHONB3YeTCs B HAYYHBIX CTaThsX, OMYOJIMKOBAaHHBIX B
Ka3zaxcrane u BO BceM Mupe. DTH pe3ylIbTaThl OTPAXKAIOT CTAAUI0O MCCIEAOBAHMH B OOJACTH 3KOHOMHYECKOTO
pa3BUTHSI B CTPaHE U ONPEACISIOT HANPABICHHOCTD JAIbHEHIINX UCCIEOBAHUN B 9TOH 00JIaCTH, KOTOPBIE CIyXKaT
eI YKpeIIeHus1 OM3Heca 1 3KOHOMUUYECKOT0 POCTa B CTPaHe.
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